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Introduction
In the last decade, Japan has made steady progress in addressing a range of
traditional environmental problems, notably air emissions, water pollution, and waste

management. (1) However, several more complex, long-term challenges have come to the fore

requiring new and improved policies; in particular, climate change, sound materials

management, and biodiversity conservation. Japan's policy responses to environmental

pressures were developed in a period of sluggish economic growth compared with the main
OECD, and many Asian, economies. Nevertheless, Japan remained OECD's second largest
economy, a major player in world trade and among the largest exporters of technology-
intensive goods. Manufacturing makes up a larger part of the economy, and of energy use,
than in many other OECD countries. Relatively poor in natural resources and very densely
populated, Japan has strong incentives to manage its land, energy and natural resources
efficiently, particularly through innovative technologies and systems. More than two-thirds
of the country is covered by forests, and the vast majority of the population, infrastructure
and economic activities are concentrated in coastal plains and basins, resulting in

considerable (2) environmental pressures in these areas.

Japan has taken important steps to integrate climate, energy and transport policies...
Energy, transport and climate policies are generally mutually supportive, with a
strong focus on energy efficiency, renewable energy sources, infrastructure development
and R&D. While Japan is a world leader in renewable energy technologies - especially
photovoltaic - and generation capacity has increased, renewables continue to account for

only about 3% of energy supply. (3) A negotiated agreement with the manufacturing

sector to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions has been central to Japan's climate

strategy. It may have helped Japan's major industrial sectors to become among the most
energy efficient in the world. Unlike many OECD countries, Japan has made progress in
the transport sector, where GHG emissions decreased by 12% between 2000-08.
Technological advancement and tax incentives have helped to improve the average fuel
efficiency of the road vehicle fleet considerably, and the rise in global oil prices has
helped to moderate private car use. However, electricity consumption in the residential
and commercial sectors has been growing steadily, largely due to the increased use of

electric appliances which more than offset technical efficiency improvements. Overall,

-11 -



Japan's climate policies focus on technological improvements and (4) pay insufficient

attention to demand-side management, which would help to change consumer behavior.

Japan is at the forefront in moving from waste to sound materials management.

(5) Japan's 3Rs policy has focused on recycling and reducing final disposal, mainly

in response to landfill constraints: securing disposal sites in major cities remains
challenging, especially for non-municipal waste. Thus, Japan has strengthened its recycling
system, extending it to specific waste streams, such as home appliances and end-of-life
vehicles. This has resulted in a dramatic fall in the amounts of landfilled waste, and Japan
achieved its 2010 target ahead of schedule.

Municipal waste generated per capita in Japan is well below the OECD average.
Generation of municipal waste continued to decrease between 2000 and 2007, in spite of a
rise in private final consumption. Charging for waste management has progressed, but cost
recovery for municipal services is still low and should be improved by expanding the use of
waste charging schemes. Further efforts are also needed in waste prevention; for example
waste generation from manufacturing industry has increased faster than GDP, and inputs of
imported resources, such as fossil fuels and metals, have continued to grow in line with the

demand for energy and high-tech products. (¢) Japan should strengthen the extended

producer responsibility system in order to reduce generation and illegal dumping of waste; in

particular, recovery costs should be further internalised in product prices.

(Hi# . OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Japan 2010
https://www.oecd.org/japan/japan2010.htm XV 5|H (—HBEME - %))
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